Community Interaction on Three Bristol Streets

“people stay for a
while and put
down roots”

“there is really a
sense of
community- we
look after each
other”

“people don’t trust
one another like
they used to”

“local chatting is
quite a thing”

“People don’t
communicate
unless they
have to”

LIGHT TRAFFIC: 140 VEHICLES PER DAY
5.35 friends per person/ 6.1 acquaintances

MEDIUM TRAFFIC: 8,420 VEHICLES PER DAY
2.45 friends per person/ 3.65 acquaintances

“quite
anonymous- we
only know our
immediate
neighbours”

“ordinary, quiet
people”

“we have some good
neighbourhood
friends

“there’s good
communication
between the houses
and a feeling of
togetherness”

“It's not so friendly-
you barely see
anyone”

“we tend to only know
people who live near
us, because it's busy”

“The traffic’s like a
mountain range,
cutting you off from
the other side of the
road”

HEAVY TRAFFIC: 21,130 VEHICLES PER DAY
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1.15 friends per person/ 2.8 acquaintances

“people just go from
their cars to their
houses”

Figure 4.6 Community interaction on three Bristol streets: lines represent friendships or

acquaintances, dots represent where people are said to gather and chat.

Extract from Driven to Excess, Joshua Hart 2008



